Carlsbad’s fire service began in
1952, as a volunteer fire
department. Members met at the
state forestry fire station located
on the corner of Carlsbad Blvd.
and Beech Ave. Volunteer fire
fighters learned their craft by
attending California State
Forestry fire fighting classes.
They organized dances and
barbecues to raise fund for
equipment. The volunteer fire
service worked so well that
Carlsbad’s insurance rates were
the same as those cities with full
time fire departments.
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Volunteer fireman Bob Hardin was
hired as Carlsbad’s first fire chief in
1955. He oversaw a $27,000
budget and 21 volunteer firemen.
Chief Hardin gradually converted
those volunteer positions to full
time firemen.

Carlsbad’s first permanent fire
station shared space with the
police and city hall on Pio Pico Dr.

As the city grew so did the fire

In the 1960s, the station was department. When the original

moved in the 1960s to Carlsbad fire station was moved from Pio
Village Drive when I-5 was Pico, one of the first causalities
widened and the original building of the “old volunteer fire
demolished. department” was the annual
Christmas scene. Organized each
year by the firemen, this display
had been well known and
enjoyed by over 30,000 visitors
each year. In 1969 Fire Chief
Wolenchuk made the difficult
decision to end the displays.

In 1972 La Costa was annexed to the City of Carlsbad and
fire service was extended to the newly acquired area. Fire
Chief Jim Thompson, who served from 1976 until 1992,
upgraded service. With over 6 fire stations and more than 73
firefighters, Carlsbad responds to fire safety needs in all
areas of the city.



