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PREFACE

The primary goal of this Regional Historic Resources Inventory: Pilot
Area Survey, Carlsbad, California, is to conduct a thorough inventory

of cultural resources within an approximate 20-square mile area of
north San Diego County.

The Study is presented in four volumes:

o]

Volume I - Cultural Resource Inventory and Assessment is a rela-

tively comprehensive overview of the cultural resources in the
study area including the built enviromment (historic and archi-
tectural features), prehistoric sites and features, paleontological
resources, and natural features. (Tables, photographs and maps
are incorporated into the text with the exception of oversize maps
2, 4, and 6-9 and 11, which are located in a campartment at the
back of this volume.) Maps 10 and 12, the paleontological and
archaeological maps, are not for public review and are not in-
¢luded in the bound report.

Volume IIA - Historical Site Inventory Forms is a collection and

campilation of standardized California Department of Parks and

Recreation forms for historical data.

Volume IIB - Archaeological Site Inventory Forms is a collection

and campilation of standardized California Department of Parks

and Recreation forms for archaeological data (not for general
public review).

Volume III - Workbook: A Model for Future Studies is a nuts-and-
bolts approach to designing the research methods for future similar
studies.

This report was prepared with the ocooperation of many individuals.
We particularly wish to acknowledge the contributions of:

Sylvia Arden; Head Librarian, San Diego Historical Society Library
and Manuscripts Collection

Ray Brookhart; Chief Reference Librarian, Carlsbad Library

Marje Howard-Jones; local Carlsbad historian



Larry Cruze; Chief Map Librarian, University of California,
San Diego

Morton Jennings; Head of the Map Records Unit, San Diego County
Department of Transportation

Dr. Paul H. Ezell; Professor Emeritus, San Diego State University

We are also indebted to those residents of the Pilot Area who furnished
historic data through oral interviews.
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INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE AND GOALS QF THE STUDY

The purposes and goals of the Camprehensive Planning Organization
(CPO) Regional Historic Resources Inventory: Pilot Area Survey (PAS)
are manifold. A primary goal is to conduct a thorough inventory of
cultural resources within an approximately 20-square-mile area of
north San Diego County. As defined in this report, cultural resources
include the built environment (historic and architectural features),
prehistoric sites and features, and paleontological resources, e.g.,
fossil beds, and natural features.

The inventory includes both archival research and in-field documen-—
tation. An important consideration of the inventory was the creation
and campilation of standardized computer forms for archaeological and
historic data.

A second goal of the PAS was to synthesize collected information and
data into a relatively comprehensive overview of cultural resources
in the study area. There is a tendency within local communities to
treat history and prehistory on a comunity level without regard to
the larger "picture". It is hoped that the current study will inte-
grate localized data into a depiction of past human effort without
regard to local political boundaries.

Data and information collected for this study were based on use of
traditional research methods and techniques. However, many of these
methods are not well-known to the non-professional historian, architect
or prehistorian. A third major goal was to produce a model for similar
future studies. The best research intentions are often found wanting
in the harsh reality of meager data, uncooperative residents, en-
croaching deadlines, and decreasing funding. The workbook or madel

for future studies is provided in a separate publication as a con-
venience to those more interested in the nuts and bolts of such
research rather than the specific finished product.

SCOPE OF WORK AND LIMITATIONS

The PAS was conducted in a series of three phases. Phase I included

a search and campilation of existing data, records, photographs, and
studies conducted previously. Phase II consisted of an initial survey
to identify those significant structures, sites, features, and districts
fran the data and information collected in Phase I. Phase III encom-
passed the in—field inventory and assessment of previously identified



and unknown cultural resources within the study area. This phase
included formulation of camputer forms to standardize data, completion
of California Historic Resource Inventory forms, and preparation of

a photographic record of significant sites, features, and structures.

These three phases resulted in the preparation of this report. It
contains a final inventory of cultural resources; a summary ranking
of the resources; an overview of past land use, historic structures,
archaeological resources, and paleontological features; and a sumary
of findings.

PILOT AREA BOUNDARY

The study area is located in northwestern San Diego County and encam-
passes the town of Carlsbad, California (Map l). Generally, the PAS
is bounded on the south by La Costa Avenue, on the west by the Pacific
Ocean, on the north by Vista Way Freeway, and on the east by El Camino
Real. State and Federally owned lands within the PAS were excluded
fram the final survey, as were lands where rights of trespass could
not be negotiated. A 1" = 2000' magp of the study area is provided as
Map 2 at the end of this report.
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CULTURAL HISTORY OF
THE STUDY AREA

INTRODUCTION

A cultural history is a reconstruction and interpretation of past
cultural patterns. Often these patterns reflect material technology
such as in the Stone Age and the Atomic Age. Famous persons can also
serve as symbols of philosophical periods or cultural traditions,
such as the Jacksonian Era or the Kennedy Years. Econamic fluctu-
ations have given rise to the Boom Years, the Great Depression, and
Black Friday. But most cultures are judged by their ability to
maintain themselves, adapt to ever—-changing environments, and com—
minicate their accamplishments to their successors.

The PAS encampasses a region that has supported human life for 10,000
years or longer. The following cultural history is a brief intro-
duction to the human cultures that have grown and thrived or faded
within the study area.

PREHISTORIC PERIOD

In San Diego County, prehistory is usually defined as the story of
those events and cultures occurring from at least 10,000 years ago
until the arrival of Spanish explorers in 1769 A.D. A chromological/
cultural model is provided in Table 1 within the following discussion.

In the prehistoric past, the area of the PAS was densely occupied by
native American peoples including at least three major cultures. From
roughly 12,000 to 8,000 years ago, the San Dieguito people were the
sole inhabitors of this region. From about 8,000 years ago to about
3,000 years ago, the La Jolla-Pauma culture was in existence, with the
Pauma aspect present in the inland regions. From about 2,500 to 1,000
years ago, the Kumeyaay (Diegueno) and Luiseno lived and hunted in the
area. A broad overview of the three major cultural patterns is
provided in the following text.

There is also the possibility that a much older "Early Man" period may
have existed in North America, if not San Diego County.

Recent research and experimentation with amino—acid dating (Bada 1974)
has supported the earlier assertion (Carter 1957) that humans were

in the New World, and specifically along the San Diego River Valley,
over 40,000 years ago. Although such a possibility exists, many
scholars are unwilling to categorically state that humans occupied the
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New World before approximately 30,000 years ago. Continued research
in the Arctic region and within our own area should help in resolving
the date of initial New World occupation.

San Dieguito

The oldest well-documented inhabitants of the region were apparently
the Paleo-Indian San Dieguito people. Typified as nomadic large-game
hunters, these people occupied the mesas, mountains and deserts of
San Diego County roughly between 21,000 and 8,000 years ago (Warren
1961:252-253; Rogers 1966:140-148; Ezell 1974:personal camuunication).
The culture of the San Dieguito people has been divided into three
relatively distinct phases. Within these phases exist various
"industries" that are geographically and ecologically based, but
these are not of specific concern in this analysis.

San Dieguito I, the oldest of the known Paleo-Indians in San Diego
County, inhabited the desert regions east of the Cuyamaca/Laguna
mountain ranges as long ago as 21,000 years (Childers 1974; Ezell 1974:
personal camnunication). In general, the ancient hunters of the San
Dieguito I phase apparently left little or no permanent record on the
land, except for their scattered lithic tools, waste stone debris

and two recently discovered burials in the Yuma Basin-Truckhaven area
(Rogers 1939:25-31; Ezell 1974:personal camunication; Childers 1974;
Wallace 1955:189-191). Broad characteristics of the San Diequito I
people include their manufacture and use of crudely formed stone
flakes, blades and scrapers.

Evidence of San Dieqguito II is found both in the desert and throughout
western San Diego County, including the PAS. Lithic artifacts repre-
sented by this phase include more finely worked blades, somewhat
smaller and lighter points, and a larger variety of scrapers and
choppers. In general, however, the same morphological types remain
basically unchanged from the earlier phase. Like their predecessors,
these people were medium-to—-large game hunters, although foraging must
have served to supplement their diet (Warren 1961:262; Moriarty
1969:1-18), perhaps to a greater extent than most scholars have
implied.

The terminal San Dieguito phase, San Diequito III, represents a morpho-
logical and typological change, as indicated by an altered technology.
The tool types became far more varied both in style and in functional
design, thus indicating a change in the culturally determined mental
templates. Such alteration in technological form can be attributed

to environmental adaptation and/or a technological "snowball" effect,
where technological advances and changes thrive and feed on themselves
and progressively create a new technological mode.

As a result of such technological changes, the tools of the San
Dieguito III phase exhibit not only a wider variety of tcol types, but
also a fundamental refinement in tool manufacture. A primary difference
in tool technology is represented by the introduction of pressure-
flaked stone blades and points. Unlike simple percussion flaking,

11



pressure flaking requires a more delicate touch and more finely con-
ceived mental template. The resulting tools exhibit form, complexity
and balance not found in the early phases of the San Dieguito people.

Other diagnostic traits associated with San Dieguito III include
planes, choppers, plano—convex scrapers, crescentic stones, elongated
bifacial knives, and intricate leaf-shaped projectile points (Rogers
1939:28-31). Beyond specific tool types and the introduction of
pressure flaking, there exists no absolute method of discerning
between San Dieguito II and III. Patination, a weathering process
involving chemical change on the surface of stones, is a relative
guide to antiquity and provides gross distinctions between the San
Dieguito phases; however, its use is limited by the many variables
which are involved in its application.

La Jolla-Pauma

By about 7,000 years ago, a new group of peoples had begun to inhabit
and exploit the coastal and inland regions of the study area. These
people, the La Jolla, were nomadic exploiters of maritime resources
{Harding 1951; Moriarty et al. 1959:185-216; Wallace 1960:277-306),
who also relied on seed gathering and processing of available vege-
tation. The La Jolla people may have been entering into the mortar
and pestle phase late in the terminal stage of the La Jolla-Pauma
transitional period (Warren 1961). The tool types of the La Jolla
indicate that these members of what Wallace (1955) terms Early Milling
Horizon possessed a far greater reliance on the sea and foraging than
their predecessors, the San Dieguito pecople, although Kaldenberg and
Ezell (1974) have excavated at least one San Dieguito site, W—49,
which contained a well-defined shell midden. The variety and quality
of lithic tool manufacture is much more basic and unrefined when
canpared with even the basal phase of the San Dieguito camplex.

Characteristic traits of the La Jolla culture include fire hearths,
shell middens, flexed inhumation, grinding implements, and absence

of ceramics., The archetype La Jolla sites are located along the coast
near bay or lagoon areas. Several classic La Jolla sites are situated
on the terraces above Agua Hedionda Lagoon and Batiquitos Lagoon within
the study area.

In recent years, inland La Jolla sites of a seemingly later period
have been discovered in transverse valleys and sheltered canyons, in-
cluding Valley Center (True 1959:225-263; Warren et al. 1961:1-108;
Meighan 1954:215-227). These non-coastal sites have led to a new
name for La Jolla-type sites with an inland location. True (1959),
Warren (1961) and Meighan (1954) had applied the term Pauma Camplex
to certain inland sites which possess a predominance of grinding
implements (especially manos and metates), lack of shell, greater tool
variety, more sedentary life patterns than expressed by San Dieguito
sites, and an increased dependence upon gathering. However, it is
more probable that these inland sites represent a non-coastal mani-
festation of Early Milling peoples who adopted or developed a hunting
mode more so than their coastal brethren. Wallace (1955:214-230)

12



denotes this late transitional phase as Intermediate, and establishes
its position between Early Milling Horizon and Late Milling Horizon.

Kumeyaay/Northern Diequeno - Luiseno

By 2,000 years ago, Yuman-speaking peoples sharing cultural elements
had occupied the Gila/Colorado River drainage (Moriarty 1966). Through
gradual westward migration, the Yumans drifted into Imperial and San
Diego Counties where they came into contact and apparently accul-
turated with the remnants of the Early Milling La Jolla cultural
tradition (Moriarty 1966, 1965). Because of basic similarities in the
late La Jolla/early Yuman patterns, it is difficult to clearly define
the contact period or point between La Jolla/Yuman.

Dr. James R. Moriarty (1965, 1966) has suggested that there existed
a pre-ceramic Yuman phase, as evidence from his work at the Spindrift
Site in La Jolla. Based on a limited number of radiometric samples,
Moriarty has concluded that a pre-pottery Yuman phase occupied the
San Diego coast 2,000 years ago and that by 1,200 years ago ceramics
had diffused from the eastern deserts.

Although some researchers still follow Malcolm Rogers' belief that
Yuman peoples first appeared in San Diego County only 1,000 years

ago (Rogers 1945), there is a growing body of data supporting Moriarty's
hypothesis. A recent excavation of a La Jolla/Kumeyaay site in Sorrento
Valley (Carrico 1975) encountered a cultural stratification with a

basal date of 3,755 years ago and a terminal date of 2,525 years ago.

It is worth noting that the upper stratum (0-10 centimeters) of the
dated column contained ceramics and projectile points commonly con-—
sidered time-makers indicative of Late Milling Kumeyaay. Radiometric
dating of a large shell sample from this stratum produced a date of
2,525%70 years B.P. The near absence of ceramics and total lack of
projectile points below the l0-centimeter level, within a series of
strata that contained a variety of seemingly early cultural material
dated at 2,925170 B.P. (30-40 centimeters) and 3,755%75 B.P. (50~60
centimeters), may indicate that the Rimbach Site is a multi~component,
culturally stratified site containing a transition between la Jolla

and Yuman circa 2,500 years ago.

Whether Yuman peoples moved into the area 2,500, 2,000, or 1,500 years
ago, they brought with them a culture heavily influenced by their
Yuman neighbors in the eastern desert region of California and along
the Colorado River. These prehistoric/protohistoric peoples possessed
ceramics, operated a closely knit clan system, utilized a highly
developed grinding technology, had elaborate and extremely complex
kinship patterns, created rock art, and carried on extensive trade
with the surrounding cultural areas (Rogers 1945:167-198; Kroeber
1970:709-725; Strong 1929)., It has also been postulated that the
Northern Diegueno and their neighbors to the north, the Luiseno, may
have been practicing a basic type of protoagriculture prior to Hispanic
contact (Lewis 1973; Shipek 1974:personal communication; Treganza
1947).
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About 1,000 to 1,500 years ago, a group of Shoshonean—speaking people
migrated out of the Great Basin region and intruded like a wedge into
southern California. This wedge separated the Yuman groups and was
eventually to cause great cultural variations (Kroeber 1970:278; True
1966). 1In coastal San Diego County, this group of Shoshonean intruders
has been labeled the San Luis Rey I and II Complex (Meighan 1954:215-
227). When the early Hispanic explorers contacted these people, they
called them Luisenos, after the Mission San Luis Rey de Francia founded
in the heart of Luiseno (San Luis Rey II} territory. Agua Hedionda
Lagoon is traditionally considered as the point of separation between
Northern Diegueno and luiseno territory.

Although of a different linguistic stock, the Luiseno and the Diegueno
(after San Diego) shared many cultural traits. D. L. True (1966) has
suggested that basic similarities in ecological exploitation, environ-
mental setting and temporal placement forced the late-coming and highly
nanadic Shoshoneans to adapt to a lifestyle and cultural pattern that
was established and functioning upon their arrival. D. L. True outlines
certain attributes or traits which he finds as dissimilar between the
two cultures. He notes that Luiseno projectile points are more basic
than those of the Diegueno; those of the Luiseno are predominantly
made of quartz. He also notes that ceramics were evidently a late
development of the Luiseno; they probably learned the use of pottery
fram the Northern Diegueno. True also postulates the Luiseno possessed
a very small, very closed trade network; that in general they were not
as world-aware as the Diegueno, although Luiseno cosmology and relation
seem better developed.

Luiseno territory encampassed an area from roughly Agua Hedionda
inland to Escondido, east to Lake Henshaw, north into Riverside
County, and west through San Juan Capistrano to the coast (see Map 3).
The current general study area supported large populations of Luiseno,
both in historic and prehistoric times. The Luisenos exploited a lush
and bountiful environment within their territory through well-adapted
seasonal migrations, extensive knowledge of native plant life, estab-
lishment of clan—governed districts, and various social control mecha-
nisms.

The Luiseno were/are one of the most mystically sensitive and religious
peoples of California. Even a cursory analysis of their cosmological
tales, shamanism, world-view, and numerous specialized religious cere-
monies reveals a deep-rooted, well-conceived, thoughtful approach to
life's mysteries (Sparkman 1908:215-227; DuBois 1908; Kroeber 1970).

PROTCHISTORIC PERIOD

The Hispanic intrusion (1769-1822) into native—-American southern
California affected the coastal tribes and peoples living in well-
traveled river valleys. The Mexican Period (1822-1848) saw continued
displacement of the native population by expansion of the land grant
program and development of extensive ranchos. The Gold Rush and the
concomitant granting of statehood, combined with an influx of aggres-
sive, land-hungry Anglos, caused a rapid displacement of the natives,
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as well as deterioration of their culture and lifeways (Shipek 1974;
Bancroft 1886; Kroeber 1970).

The literature on these later peoples, the Northern Diegueno, Kumeyaay
Luiseno, Cahuilla, Cupeno and others, is rather extensive and includes
Barrows (1900), Bean and Saubel (1972), Caughey (1952), Gifford (1918),
Hayes (1929), True (1970), Heizer and Whipple (1957), Hooper (1920),
Kroeber (1970), Cuero (1968), Sparkman (1908:87-234), and Strong (1929).

HISTORIC PERIOD

Introduction

History can be written as a study of events, persons, places, periods,
or thoughts. The following historical overview of the study area uses
historical land use as a structure or skeleton to build the fiber and
muscle that we call history. Rather than focus on specific men or
particular events, a sequential, camera-eye technique is used to
record the population, land use, econamy, and temper of the times
since Don Gaspar Portola and his men trekked across the study area
over 200 years ago.

Like many other California communities, the Carlsbad area has had non-
native impacts for over 200 years. Three different major nations—-
Spain, Mexico, United States of America—have had political jurisdiction
over the area and, in recent years, people of various ancestries have
congregated in the area. Like numerous other southern California towns,
Carlsbad was founded during the economic boom in the 1880's, and has
experienced several pericds of growth and development since that time.
Definite styles in home and/or business architecture, street layout,

lot arrangement, and yard arrangement have accampanied each of these
periods; they continue to reflect the changing tastes of society.

This section traces the major eras in Carlsbad's developing land-use
history. Carlsbad's growth followed through five main periods: (1) the
Hispanic/Early American pre-railroad period 1769-1885; (2) 1885 to

1910; (3) 1910 to 1930; (4) 1930 to 1950; and (5) 1950 to the present.
A land-use map has been prepared to accampany each period, showing the
major changes occurring during the interval indicated.

The Hispanic/Barly American Pre~Railroad Period: 1769-1885

The present—day Carlsbhad area has had a variety of cultural impacts
upon its land. Aboriginal populations, as explained earlier, main-
tained several villages of varying age alongside the lagoons. The
land was observed by several early seafaring explorers—Cabrillo,
Drake, Viscaino and others—but not trod upon by Europeans until
July, 1769.

In that year, the eastern part of the study area was visited by the

64 members of the Don Gaspar Portola colonizing expedition {Rush
1964:89; Carrico 1977). Accompanied by Father Juan Crespi, they were
traveling north after establishing the first mission in Alta California
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at San Diego (Harmon 1961:1). The party followed a generally coastal
route, but was forced inland by the series of lagoons south of present—day
Carlsbad. The party traveled through a series of low hills and inland
valleys to blaze what later became El Camino Real, the rough predecessor
of today's highway of the same name (Woodward 1937:1).

In the years following this initial trek, the area received increasing
attention. Spanish colonists continued to expand their settlements
throughout California, and established 21 missions and 4 presidios

as areas of primary control. El Camino Real, traversing the east side
of the study area, became the predaminant route of travel through
western California. Now designated as a State Historical Landmark
(California State 1965:111), the route was not as rigid as one might
believe, but periodically changed its location to fit changing con-
ditions (Carrico 1977:32).

During the Spanish period, the Carlsbad area had little activity.

At nearby San Luis Rey, the largest and perhaps the most elegant of
the missions was established in 1798; its founding, however, did not
create subsidiary impacts within the study area for various reasons.
The Carlsbad area lacked consistently available fresh water; large
areas of flat, arable land were absent; and there were no natural
advantages as a ship portage. Inland land-use activity was, therefore,
limited to the ephemeral grazing of cattle and sheep herds, usually
along land adjacent to El Camino Real. Local native populations, some
of which lived at Mission San Luis Rey, continued to use the local
lagoons on a seasonal basis for fishing, hunting and as sites for
rancherias. Large grassy areas were sometimes burned to flush out
rabbits and other small game (Woodward 1937:6; Palou 1926:2:111-117).

The land was used on a more permanent basis after the Mexican govern-
ment gained control of Alta California in 1821. 1In 1842, a majority
of the land in the study area became part of Rancho Agua Hedionda (see
Map 4). Other ranchos, located nearby but not within the study area,
included Buena Vista Rancho, Rancho Las Encinitas, and Rancho Guajome
(Brackett 1949). Persons from several of these ranchos used the
Carlsbad area beaches for occasional swimming, hunting, fishing, bar-
becues, and picnics (Woodward 1937:9).

Approximately 13,000 acres in Rancho Agua Hedionda were granted to
Juan Maria Marron. Earlier, Marron, a rancher, had been prominent in
San Diego affairs; after 1842, however, he took up residence on the
Rancho, keeping it in his possession until his death in 1853. Francis
Hinton leased the ranch from Marron's heirs in 1860 and acquired it

in the late 1860's; he was soon succeeded by Robert Kelly, the first
of many ranchers of that name to reside in the Calsbad area (Davis
1976). The ranch house itself was located overlooking Los Monos
Canyon, toward the east end of the Grant near El Camino Real; the
grant stretched westward to the seacoast. Because the rancho site was
occupied earlier than surrounding lands, it is probable that grazing
has occurred there over a longer period than elsewhere. Grazing,
however, may have occurred on lands immediately outside the rancho at
least by 1870 (Reck 1970:28).
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By the early 1870's, land-use patterns began to be set. Title to
Rancho Agua Hedionda was finally approved in 1872 (Harmon 1961:11)
and areas peripheral to it were surveyed by Wheeler in 1875 and some—
what later by Couts (San Diego County 1895).

The community of Carlsbad, however, did not begin to grow until the
1880's, when two major events helped to bring about development.
First, the California Southern Railroad (predecessor of the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe, or present-day Santa Fe Railway) reached the area
in 1880-188l, linking the area to San Diego (Harmon 1961:11). Of far
greater importance, however, was the arrival of John Frazier, the
first settler of the present-day Carlsbad townsite. Frazier arrived
fram a nearby area, probably because of the beneficial climate of the
region (Christiansen 1963:882). He probably hamesteaded about 160
acres of land, although same sources state that either 120 acres or
127 acres were homesteaded. The site straddled the railroad in the
present—day central Carlsbad area, and Frazier planted "trees, vines
and barley" on his property (Anonymous 1887a).

Despite its advantages, the homestead site lacked water and Frazier
was required to travel 5 kilometers east to Marron Canyon to retrieve
it. This inconvenience caused him to dig his own well. Contrary to
the predictions of several dry-farming neighbors who arrived shortly
after him, it was a successful, fresh water well, clear and pleasant
to the taste. The well supplied the domestic requirements of Frazier
and his neighbors, and a small, dry farming area (primarily grains)
sprang up around Frazier's property (Heilbron 1936:315). The cluster
of homes was named Frazier's Station; by the mid-1880's, a station
Platform along the railroad had been built to serve local needs (Rush
1964:91-92). A mining claim was also established by Frazier in 1885;
however, no evidence exists that it was ever successfully developed
(Heilbron 1936:316). South of Rancho Agua Hedionda, more homesteads
appeared. The site that would later became the La Costa railroad
stop was first settled by the Borden Family in 1879 (Anonymous 1887b).
By 1884, a railroad stop called Stewart's Station had been established
midway between Frazier's Station and La Costa (Borden 1884).

The Boom Years and Their Aftermath: 1885-1910

Despite early activity already described, the present—day Carlsbad
area did not begin to take shape until the land boam of the 1880's,
between 1886 and 1888. 'Te land boom, primarily caused by the intro-
duction of a competitive railroad system into southern California,
caused a tremendous spurt of growth throughout the region. Cities
grew almost overnight; many of today's cammunities (see Map 5) owe
their origin to this boom. Scores of other cities existed in name
only, while others did not last past the speculative fervor created
by the boom (Dumke 1944).

Carlsbad was typical of many boom-town communities. Chiefly known as
a seaside resort town in those early days, it first gained recognition
because of the water from John Frazier's well, reputed to be healthful
for rheumatism and other ailments (Avitt 1960:3). The town boomed
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briefly, and then went through a 20-year period of stagnation after
the boan inevitably fizzled.

Carlsbad became an entity in 1886, when a corporation was formed to
develop the area's water potential. A quartet of Nebraska immigrants,
among them Gerhard Schutte, organized themselves as the Carlsbad Land
and Mineral Water Campany. They purchased the allotment Frazier had
originally received, plus other land totaling 400 acres and laid out
the town (Avitt 1960:3).

Because of the fame of Carlsbad's mineral waters, available free to
all who detrained there, early success was assured for the town, and
Carlsbad became locally famous as a spa. The railroad carried un-
usually large numbers of people—many of them speculators—at this
time due to railroad lines that had been recently completed to San
Bernardino and Los Angeles, and the Carlsbad water stop was considered
one of the high points of the trip to speculators and tourists alike.

Development occurred quickly. A large hotel (the Carlsbad Hotel) and
at least one other hotel (the Palmer or Palma House) were constructed.
A bottling works for the well water was set up {Safley 1946:B-1); and
extensive bath houses appeared along the beach, built opposite scme
off-shore "seal rocks" which are no longer present (Gray 1887:609).

Due to flush conditions surrounding the boom, the fledgling town was
also able to boast a number of large residences, among them the Schutte,
Wadsworth, Smith/Magee, and Culver/Myers homes (Barter 1959).

A substantial village, estimated at 300 persons, was in evidence at
the height of the boam (see Table 2), and some orchards were begun
(Gray 1887:60%9). Along with other North County boom-town communities,
the area became a haven for Europeans (particularly the English) who
were wealthy but landless (Davis 1976); extravagant advertisements
illustrating, for instance, steamboat traffic on the San ILuis Rey
River, were published in British magazines around 1890 to lure settlers
(Safley 1946:B-1). Settlers, however, came from many areas; primarily
from various parts of the midwestern United States (Christiansen 1978).
The town was oriented neither toward the ocean nor the nearby lagoons
(both of which were unimportant to its econamy), but instead was
centered along the railroad around the Frazier well (see Map 6).

Hopes were high that this remarkable growth would continue. By
mid-1888, however, the boom days were coming to a close (Dumke 1944).
Speculative prospects turned sour, and the town's population was
drastically reduced. The Carlsbad Hotel, the town's main attraction,
still saw some tourists after the boam—it was owned by a church
during some of this time (San Diego City Directory 1892-93)—but it
burned in April 1896. By the late 1890's, Carlsbad was left a strug-
gling village of perhaps 50 persons with little to support it but its
original dry faming base. By the turn of the century, even the water
canpany had failed, leaving few tangible reminders of the recent boom
town (Woodward 1937).

Although several economic revivals were attempted after the boom, the
local economy generally stagnated for over 20 years after the boom's
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collapse. Due to natural increase, the population climbed somewhat
after 1900, but little econamic opportunity, aside from a purported
boam in salt extraction around the turn of the century, existed except
for several ill-fated speculative ventures (Hunsicker n.d.).

Perhaps the major speculation of the time occurred just south of Agua
Hedionda Lagoon. There, on the ridge just east of present-day Interstate
5, a silkworm enterprise called the Minnesota Beach Colony attempted

to develop the area in the late 1890's. Silkworms, however, proved

to be an unproductive fad, and little on-site development took place,
except for several vacation homes and a central cocoonery {Stone 19663
B_l)-

Other ventures were proposed, and likewise were unsuccessful. The La
Costa copper mine was established "in the Encinitas mining district"
in 1898, in or near the study area, but it was apparently short-lived
(Anonymous 1899a:5), and portions of the Relly ranch were prospected
for oil about 1900 (Vogler 1953). Proposals were advanced in 1899
to rebuild a major hotel and bottling establishment; labelled as a
"health resort at Carlsbad Springs." 'The idea never got beyond the
planning stage (Anonymous 1899b:5). The Hosp Grove was begun in 1907
to provide timber for railroad ties. The Hosp Eucalyptus Forest Company
was a financial failure when the wood proved unsuitable (Anonymous
1977:101; Christiansen 1959:2).

In 1906, the South Coast Land Campany, a predecessor of its later,
more successful self, proposed the construction of a major electrical-
transmission facility, connecting San Diego and Los Angeles. Electric
rail cars were visualized as a means of linking Carlsbad with other
camnunities similar to the Huntington rail system in Orange and Los
Angeles Counties. The plan died from lack of financing (Stone 1966:
B"l)o

Outside the central Carlsbad area, other impacts were occurring.
Finally, the first of several plans to dam Marron Gorge was made at
this time to bring water for agriculture (Harmon 1961:15). La Costa,
which had first been hamesteaded in the late 1870's, soon developed
into an agricultural comunity, complete with post office, a railroad
station, and a rod and gun club on Batiguitos Lagoon (Anonymous
1887¢:5). The coamunities of Merle and lLeucadia, both south of
Batiquitos Lagoon, were also children of the 1880's boam (see Table
2), as were Vista, Barham, San Marcos, and other towns east of the

El Camino Real. Merle, Leucadia and Barham lasted a short time; however,
La Costa's post office lasted until 1905 (U.S. Post Office Department
n.d.).

The Rebirth of Carlshad: 1910-1930

In the 20 years after 1910, Carlsbad began to grow again and by 1930
the area was more populous than it had ever been before. Even better,
its economy was imore stable than it had been as a spa. Primary growth
occurred in the agricultural sector, although resort and other busi-
nesses flourished. Tourism continued as a significant industry, but
the depression in 1929 drastically reduced vacation travel.
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Lack of water was the major stumbling block to growth in northern

San Diego County in the early 20th century. Therefore, the major
event which allowed Carlsbad to grow once again was the introduction
of a water importation system into the area. Although a failure when
first organized in 1906, the South Coast Land Company met with success
after 1914. Operating in several North County towns, the campany was
headed by such financial magnates as William G. Kerckoff, C. A.
Canfield and Henry E. Huntington. Ed Fletcher, the local manager for
South Coast Land Company, was instrumental in the success of the
canpany's projects in Carlsbad and throughout San Diego County.

The company cbtained water rights from the bed of the San Luis Rey
River, the area's main freshwater basin, and scon water was being
piped to the area. The company purchased the remaining land of the
then-defunct Carlsbad Land and Mineral Water Company, and soon began
to attract people to the area through advertising (Reck 1970:32). In
contrast to later periods, most of the newcamers appear to have
settled in the semi-rural landscape surrounding Carlsbad, although
other areas for new homes were also developed at this time.

With a large-scale supply to the area assured, agricultural activity
began to show real signs of growth (see Map 7). The few marginally
productive dry farming grain crops that had existed before were soon
phased out, and irrigated orchard and field crops became prominent by
about 1920. More specialized horticultural crops were introduced in
the mid-1920's.

Standard field crops, such as grains and winter vegetables, were the
first to be irrigated in the area; poultry raising also gained early
praminence (Avitt 1960:4). However, with the growing recognition of
the particularly beneficial climate in the area, special crops (those
unadaptable to more severe climates) began to be introduced.

The avocado, for instance, was first introduced in 1917. Originally
called the "alligator pear" to make the fruit more palatable to the
uninitiated, it was introduced in the Carlsbad area by growers Sam
Thompson and John Newberry. Citrus crops were also introduced to the
area during this period (Woodward 1937).

Shortly thereafter, bulb and flower production boomed in the Carlsbad
area. Located first on a 5-acre plot in the immediate Carlsbad area
(near Tamarack and Jefferson Streets) but later centered south of

Agua Hedionda (Anonymous 1949:2-7), these specialized crops were intro—
duced in 1921 and became praminent in the North County area by the end
of that decade. Like the avocado, they were uniquely adapted to the
coastal lowlands in northern San Diego County, where neither hot
summer days nor the crippling freeze of winter nights posed a threat.

Because of the limited area in which these crops could thrive, North
County became increasingly well-known for its products. Encinitas,

to the south, became known as the "Flower Capitol of the World," a
title it still holds today; Carlsbad itself attained regional note

by the early 1920's as the "Home of the Avocado," a title soon changed
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to the "Natural Hame of the Avocado." The little-known avocado gave
Carlsbad an identity, and by the mid-1920's the first of many success—
ful "Avocado Days" was celebrated in Carlsbad (Harmon 1961:28). When
the Red Apple Inn, the largest restaurant in town, opened in 1927,

its menu offered several different avocado dishes; to cite an extreme
example, an avocado growers' luncheon there in the mid-1920's featured
avocado salad, avocado sandwiches, avocado ice cream, and even avocado
cake (Allen and James 1959).

Because of its agricultural development, Carlsbad first enjoyed long-
term prosperity. Although the town was still so small that it did
not even warrant a post office; it had, however, reached an estimated
population of 2,600 by 1930 (see Table 2). The railroad, which had
called the town "Carl" for a number of years to avoid freight mixups
with its counterpart in New Mexico, finally acquiesced to calling
Carlsbad by its full name after 1918. Continued signs of growth
occurred in 1929 when proposals for autonomous city government were
first prampted by a suggestion to annex the area to Oceanside, which
had been incorporated since 1888 (Carlsbad Chamber of Coammerce 1971).

Minor transportation improvements also occurred at this time. Up to
and including this pericd, the main commercial street in town was First
Street (later State Street). It was also the main intercity north to
south thoroughfare up until 1923; in that year, an overpass was con-
structed over the railroad and the Lincoln Street alignment, renamed
Carlsbad Boulevard, and was used for a new state highway route. The
beach alongside the new highway soon became popular for camping and
other pastimes (Allen 1959). Tourism began to thrive as private
automobile travel increased and campsites became available.

Other land use changes occurring outside of the immediate Carlsbad
area were minor. Small railroad realignments occurred along various
parts of the Santa Fe right-of-way. La Costa, a station-stop and a
amall agricultural area near Batiquitos Lagoon, was renamed Ponto in
1919 (Gudde 1949:269), but eventually disappeared as a camunity (USGS
1943). South of the Lagoon, however, the 1880's boom town of Leucadia
was more successful, reappearing in the mid-1920's (U.S. Post Office
Department n.d.).

Carlsbad Cames of Age: 1930-1950

The period between 1930 and 1950 saw Carlsbad continue the growth
pattern established in the previous decade and a half. Growth re-
mained fairly vigorous, even during the Depression years, and develop—
ments expanded even more quickly during the 1940's than they had in
the 1930's. During these two decades, population more than doubled
(see Table 2); and accordingly, the urbanized area more than doubled
in size as new areas opened up and other areas were filled in.
Agricultural activity continued strong and transportation access was
improved through same road building activity, but significant in-
dustrialization had not yet occurred.

The major dynamic change in the Carlsbad area during the 1930's and
1940's was its areal and demographic growth (see Map 8). Newly-
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urbanized areas spread to the north, east and south. One of the few
central areas to remain unsettled was the linear strip along the beach—
presently one of the area's most desirable residential locations—
perhaps because the area was considered to be too cool and generally
unhealthy (Christiansen 1978). Although the city's growth extended to
many areas, it remained fairly compact; residential areas before 1950
generally occupied land west of Highland Avenue and north of Agua
Hedionda Lagoon.

Persons contributing to Carlsbad's growth came from a wide number of
areas, cultures and professions. The comunity maintained a suffi-
ciently diversified economic base to preclude any one group from
predominating. Like other North County communities, the area became a
haven for a small but influential number of producers, directors, and
others affiliated with the Los Angeles-based motion picture industry.
Such persons purchased either substantial second homes or, more often,
small orchard-covered "ranches" on the outskirts of town (Anonymous
1949:2-7). With the growth of Camp Pendleton in the 1940's, military
personnel settled in the area (Jones 1978).

Early use of zoning regulations acted as a directing force for land
use and growth {Anonymous 1947:1). Carlsbad was probably the first
unincorporated local area to adopt such regulations; perhaps through
these controls, Carlsbad was long spared some of the more garish,
helter-skelter use conflicts often characteristic of North County
camunities.

Because of the continuing explosion of growth in southern California,
plans were made for an expressway to be built through Carlsbad to
augment the Los Angeles to San Diego road which dated from 1920.
First publicly proposed in 1947, the route was projected to pass
between State Street and present-day Interstate 5. However, con—
siderable community opposition to a coastal expressway route was
considered by the State Highway Camission, whereupon the route was
pushed east to its present right-of-way. Construction on the new
route began shortly after 1950 (Anconymous 1965).

Recreation and open space uses gained recoynition at this time;
however, oddly enough, the town itself remained devoid of any city
parks, although several outlying areas were considered as park sites.
The first open space dedication created Carlsbad Beach State Park,
which was established as a 10-acre park in 1933 (Woodward 1937). The
coastal strip immediately to the south, adjoining what later became
the Encina power plant, has remained outside of any park boundaries.
However, the majority of land between the power plant and Leucadia
became part of the state park in 1949. Originally called La Costa
Beach State Park, it was renamed South Carlsbad Beach State Park in
1965 (Ulm 1978) and receives thousands of tourists each year.

The unique habitat of the local lagoons also became recognized at

this time. Buena Vista Lagoon had been a popular site for sailboat
races during the 1920's and 1930's (Anonymous 1965). However, its
unique wildlife values soon received official attention. A protective
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