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ROSWELL HENRY WILSON
PIONEER NURSERYMAN

FOREWORD

In reconstructing a life spanning 80 years beginning 160 years ago one finds considerable
uncertainty, especially in dates, but also locations. In this brief biography the most logical
have been used, in some cases differing dates will be listed, in others they will be
contained in the references. The Wilsons’ have a strong tradition of oral family history.
Even though these comments are subject to all manner of uncertainty they are used where
no written documentation exists and should be taken with caution. The full text of the
references are included in the appendix and should be read for a wealth of supporting
information. With the author’s apologies some are of marginal legibility; however are the
best to be offered by microfilm of documents of a hundred years ago. My hope is to paint
a broad brush picture of a California pioneer.

Jim Wilson
Santa Barbara
2019

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ROSWELL HENRY WILSON

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Born March 15, 1858 in New Providence, New Jersey, named Roswell by his mother who
admired the beauty of the name of the local drug store, and Henry for his paternal
grandfather. He was known throughout life as just R.H.

R.H. came to California with his mother and siblings. Leaving New Jersey in December
1873 by steamer, crossing the Isthmus of Panama they continued by steamer landing at San
Pedro on March 2, 1874 joining his father Joseph who had come west two years earlier.!
They lived on Alameda Street in Los Angeles at the site of today’s Union Railway Station.
Oral family history is that R.H. saved the seeds from oranges served aboard the ship to
plant when they arrived,2 a budding nursery man though a few days shy of his 16"
birthday. His formal education is not known, perhaps he completed high school, though it
is clear that he had no schooling beyond that. He was a self-taught grower.

His father Joseph had been in the saw manufacturing business with his grandfather prior to
leaving New Jersey and continued saw manufacturing in Los Angeles. In 1876 the family

moved to Duarte where they purchased 30 acres planting oranges and walnuts.® Roswell
H. Wilson “commenced the business upon his father’s place in 1876, and in 1879
established a nursery, on his own account, on San Gabriel Avenue, between Buena Vista

and Mountain avenues.” The Pioneer Nursery occupied 10 acres, R.H. turned 21 that
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year. He sold that property in 1886, purchasing a 13 acre parcel at the corners of San
Gabriel and Buena Vista Avenues .

In 1882 R.H and Alice Philbrook were married; she died four years later. Reference 4
gives the date as 1884, however her headstone in the Live Oak Cemetery, Monrovia, is
dated April 16, 1886. R.H. married Florence Alameda Campbell in August, 1887. They
had four children, Alice born August 1888, Nellie September 1890, Chester September

1893, and Charlie March 1895. Florence died
in March 1914 a bit more than a year after they

had moved to Oceanside.9

In 1886, “When Monrovia started he bought 10
acres opposite the new depot on the Santa Fe,
and moving his nursery from Duarte, he started
with the town.” There is some confusion as
to the actual date, 1893 is hand written on his
obituary, family oral history is 1895, and an
advertisement in The Rural Californian,
Volume XV Issue No 1, January 1892, Figure
1, shows the Pioneer Nursery to be in Duarte.
The wording of the advertisement would
suggest a clearance sale, perhaps in preparation
for the move to Monrovia.

“When he sold the Pioneer Nursery in [1912], a
person standing on Gold Hill, looking out over
Monrovia, bowered in trees, and the valley
covered with orchards would, except for the
native oaks and sycamore tree, have been
looking at what was more than 75 percent the

work of Roswell Wilson’s hands.”  There
were, however, some singular noteworthy
plantings. He traded a Winesap apple tree to
Guston Borglum, the sculptor of Mount
Rushmore, for one of his wife’s paintings of
fruit in a ceramic bowl. (The painting was lost
in Santa Barbara’s Sycamore Canyon fire of
July 1977.) Aunt Alice would occasionally
mimic Guston’s “WIN-sap” pronunciation of
the tree variety. In addition the Pioneer
Nursery provided grape vines to the budding

vineyard and wine industry in Etiwanda/Cucamonga,
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Figure 1

and berry vines to Walter Knott for Knott’s Berry farm. The Pioneer Nursery supplied
plantings to Lucky Baldwin’s estate, now the Los Angeles County Arboretum.”




The planting which remains most prominent in the public eye is the Sierra Madre

Wisteria.® “To enhance her new home, Alice Brugman and her neighbor Mrs. W. B. Crisp
drove by horse and buggy to the R. H. Wilson Pioneer Nursery in Monrovia and for $.75
purchased a gallon can of wisteria.... She planted it in a corner of her front porch
remarking to her neighbor: “They say Wisteria grows fast.” And grow it did.” By the
1920’s it had grown into the wall and fireplace and the roof collapsed. The original house
was torn down in 1931 and replaced by a new one 200 feet up the slope. Today the vine
covers nearly an acre across two yards on West Carter Avenue in Sierra Madre and is
estimated to weigh 250 tons with 1,500,000 blossoms when in bloom. Various sources list
the planting date as 1892 or 1894 and the price $.50 or $.75.

The annual festival timed to the vine’s bloom began in 1918. Today the city of Sierra
Madre hosts a weekend street fair with vendors, food, music, and docent lead tours of the
vine which after a century-and a-quarter is thriving.

For reasons completely lost in the mists of time, in 1912 after 36 years in the business R.H.
sold the Pioneer Nursery to the Monrovia Nursery company (now Monrovia Growers) and
relocated to Northern San Diego County, purchasing property in the San Luis Rey Valley
and in Carlsbad.

OCEANSIDE - SAN LUIS REY

Arriving in Oceanside early in 1913 R.H. purchased the 96 acre Osborne place7 located
along Mission Avenue west of El Camino Realz; forty acres of the Jones Ranchs, located
between the San Luis Rey Mission and the riverz; and the Culver place in Carlsbad’ which
was bounded by Highland Drive, Forest Avenue, Crest Drive, and Buena Vista Wayz.

Jan. 1913 - Mr. R.H. Wilson purchased the Osborn place for
nursery purpose. Is planting apples, peaches, pears, cherries, etc.
in San Luis Rey.

Figure 2
Spirit of Love January, 1913

The Osborne parcel was developed as the Oceanside Nursery. With plantings of 10,000 to
25,000 each of apple, peach, pear, and quince, and with plans to plant 10,000 cherry trees
and 30,000 grape cuttings and other deciduous fruit trees the nursery production would
easily outstrip local requirements. R.H. may have been growing for Monrovia Nursery
Company.7 The Mr. Wilson, Jr. referred to as doing the planting would have been their
older son Chester, as Charlie, the younger son, had remained in Monrovia living with an
aunt and uncle until he completed high school in June 1913.

The forty acre Jones property was used for general agriculture and as a gravel pit for
concrete irrigation pipe for the development of the nursery on the Osborne property. The
property was deeded to his daughter Nellie who subsequently rented it to her brother
Charlie, who farmed the property until 1933 when it was sold to Dr. Melborn, an
Oceanside dentist. For more detail of this period see Ruth Wilson Charlie and Ruth
Wilson’s Days in San Luis Rey.



During the development of the nursery they lived in the Sheldon house on Summit Street,7
located only a few blocks from the intersection of North Horne Street and Mission Avenue
which would have given easy access to both the railroad station for delivery of incoming
plants and materials and to the San Luis Rey Valley. Subsequently they moved to a rented
house on Hill Street (highway 101) where they were living at the time of his wife’s death
on March 10, 1914.° The family had moved to the nursery property by the time of the
1916 flood. R.H. maintained the only reason their house did not wash away was that the
weight of the furniture held it down.2 His cousin Millie, her husband, C. W. Ortt and their
daughter Alice were rescued by boat from the roof of their house which was later swept
“down the river out to sea.”’ "

During this period they were also farming the Culver property in Carlsbad. Charlie has
said, “I could go to Carlsbad and plow all day and not see another living person.”2

Feb. 1915 - Charley Wilson of Oceanside has plowed his father's
land here with a nice little gasoline traction engine. It was a two

cylinder WaterlouBoy.

Figure 3
Spirit of Love February, 1915

it ittt ot e}

RH. did not miss an opportunity to TREES! TREES! TREES!

promote agricultural products for the .
local area under the guise of improving Febr uary 1s the best

the local economy, not excluding his own month for planting
business. In the March 3, 1915 edition of all fruit trees. Drop
the Oceanside Blade he relates, “there are us a carcl and let us
hundreds of crates of blackberries, k

strawberries, and other small fruits now Wh&!: you want
brought into Oceanside from north of and we wnll call on
here each season, probably a thousand you. Trees delivered

dollars’ worth coming into this town

5 o ths . free of charge. Ad-
alone.” and goes on to say,”...while San

Diego City brings in thousands of dress Box 126.

dollars’ worth, practically all of which is ‘

raised outside the county.”!” Oceanside Nursery Co.  Oceanside
oty e ety oGl

Figure4
Oceanside Blade, April 14, 1917



CARLSBAD

Nov. 1919 - R.H. Wilson has sold his nursery in San Luis Rey Valley,
and wi}l move onto his property here (now occupied by the C. Culver
family).

Figure 5
Spirit of Love, November, 1919

Once again with the reasons lost in time R. H. Wilson relocated his nursery. This time to
the Culver property which he owned in Carlsbad. They moved into the house on Arland
Road with commanding views from the ocean to the eucalyptus forest from the top of the
hill above Highland drive.

Figure 6
Hillcrest Nursery House, Summer 1940
R..H. built a potting shed down the hill in back of the house where there was also a barn.

He began planting for budding stock, testing varieties for the local climate, and of course,
stock for sale.




HILLCREST NURSERY
R. H. Wilson, Owner

Shrubs, Trees and Plants of

all Kinds
Pioneer Nursery of

Carlsbad

Figure 7
Carlsbad Journal January 6, 1928
The usage of Pioneer here would appear to be an adjective rather than a noun.
While R.H. always had help in the potting sheds and fields he firmly believed that “the

best fertilizer is the farmer’s shadow” and was constantly in the fields himself selecting the
most promising stock and budding or grafting as he walked the rows.

Figure 8

R.H. Wilson’s budding/grafting knife. Molded hard rubber handle, one and one-
half inch blade, six inches overall length. Currently VERY dull.

Sapote and Cherimoya were among the less common trees which he propagated. In 1975
George Goodall, Farm Advisor of the Cooperative Extension of the University of
California Santa Barbara, compiled a booklet, HOME ORCHARD VARIETIES, which
recommended fruits and berries for home plantings. For Sapote he lists:

“WILSON, large size, green-yellow skin, August-January fruiting season, 35 feet tall.
When asked if that might be a clone developed by R.H. Wilson, Goodall replied:

“The tree | had was from a San Diego County source. Remembering the
policy of the Variety Committee of the California Avocado Society (that
covered other subtropicals as well) was to use the developers name for the
variety, if possible, | believe you are safe to conclude that the name that was
used was because your Grandfather was the developer.—George”

R.H. continued testing and promotion of varieties for the local climate. The January 7,

1927 issue of the Carlsbad Champion12 carried an interview with R.H. which told of
testing fifty varieties of grapes at the Hillside Nursery and found the “king” (red grape) to
be Riber. “The fruit from this variety sold last season in New York, on a glutted market, at



twenty cents per pound, net to the grower;
other varieties selling at ﬁvg and si>f cents Nurseries
per pound. The color of this grape is blue
black, and often the fruit is as large as a
Damson plum, and of a most delicious READY

flavor. The vine is an enormous producer, FOR DELIVERY—

and the fruit is A-1 for shipping.” Ribier is Cherimoyas and

e

a table grape grown in the San Joaquin

Valley and is still seen occasionally in S?pOtes .

supermarkets. Citrus and Decidu-
Ribier grapes are large, blue-black O}IS '1:1‘ ees ready for
grapes with slightly bitter skins. They p anting.
are sweet and tender and make Roses and other
tempting table grapes. " Ornamentals

R.H. is also quoted as citing Dattier de Rhubarb and
Beydenth as the “queen” (white grape), ASparagus Roots
“...white or light yellow in color, and o
practically seedless; it is of good quality, Hlllcrest Nursery
and an enormous producer. Mr. Wilson

had one vine, a year old, that produced five (Closed on Sunday)
bunches the first year it was set out.”'?
This variety does not show up in the
literature, however there is a Datter de
Beyrouth, a which seems to have fallen out
of cultivation in California.

Figure 9
Carlsbad Journal, January 7, 1937

This table grape variety is of natural origin and is found in many countries.
Grape clusters are very large, loose or moderately compact. The berries
are very large with a thick skin and a simple flavor fleshy pulp. This variety

has good storage and transportation capacity.1

R.H. was a friend and correspondent of Luther Burbank, occasionally visiting one another
and trading plants for evaluation.”” When returning by train from a visit with Burbank a
fellow traveler leaned across the aisle saying, “I’m burpy” to which R.H. replied “I get that
way myself.”2 The fellow traveler was W. Atlee Burpee founder of the seed company of
that name.

In addition to his nursery Roswell was active in civic affairs. He was a founding member
of the Carlsbad Union Church. Oral history is that he donated the property, about a half-
block, between Fourth (Jefferson) Street, and Fifth (Harding) Street, fronting on Pine
Avenue. He did not own the property originally, but traded a piece of real estate in
Oceanside for the parcel then donated it to the Church.?> He remained active in the church

until his death, retiring from teaching Sunday School in September 1935.'6



Groundbreaking ceremonies, May 25, 1925 (in the bean patch),
with the old school house in the background

Courtesy Carlsbad Union Church Archive
Figure 10

Ground Breaking for the Carlsbad Union Church. R. H. Wilson turning the first
shovel of dirt

The January 17, 1930 issue of the Carlsbad Journal reported R. H. Wilson contributing
$12.00 to the Chamber of Commerce’s Carlsbad Development Fund. The campaign had
reached $2000 of its $2900 goal. Two people had contributed $24.00 and 16 others had
made donations of $12.00. The Carlsbad Journal also reported R. H. Wilson having served
as pallbearer in March of 1931 at William H. H. Fennel’s burial. In the February 21, 1935
issue of the Carlsbad Journal Gifts For Planting article: “The thanks of the Garden club
and Planning association...and also to R. H. Wilson of the Hillcrest nursery for the
generous gift of fifty hibiscus trees, which have been planted at First street and Grand
avenue.”
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R. H. died August 12, 1938 at his home on Arland Road; he is interred with his wife, his
parents, and other siblings in the family plot at the Live Oak Cemetery, Monrovia,

California.

Figure 11
Roswell Henry with his son Charlie Roswell
and grandson James Roswell Wilson.
Circa 1935



R.H.’s Paver, McGee House, Carlsbad, California
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Reference 1  California Society, Daughters of the American Revolution Genealogical
Research Committee, RECORDS OF THE FAMILIES OF CALIFORNIA PIONEERS, Vol. V
pages 446-449. Los Angeles City Library 929.2791 D328.

Information submitted by Roswell Henry Wilson February 12, 1934.

California Society, Daughters of the American Revolution

Genealogical Research Committee

NAME OF CHAPTER...........0 S T
CHAPTER CHAIRMAN. e Mireda Farbin RESIDENCE (17 "H11eenss im
Please fill out this blank soon and return to...............

NAME. .. . RESIDENCE

Received eorunry i . Signed e J. Hougbr

State Chairman
Check { State Vice-Chairman

(e

the space below give interesting facts on life of pioneer—i. e., where he lived before coming to California or the Middle West;
vn he arrived; the route and method by which he came; what his business was and other facts of importance.

Joseph “ilson came o fzlifornia by steamer in 1872,

aged B0 yezrs, and hie family cowe by the same route, in

Decauber, 187%, arriving in Los Angeles Yarch &nd, 1B7h.




Reference 3 Guinn J. M., HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD, Chapman Publishing

Company, 1902, pages 786-787

R. H. WILSON. This well-known. citizen
of Monrovia arrived in California with his par-
ents when a lad of about fifteen years. At once
the qualities of energy and determination which
he possessed asserted themselves. With an
acre of land, given him by his father, he began
for himself, planting the tract in nursery stock.
From that small nucleus has grown the Pionecer
Nursery, which is one of the largest and most
successful in Southern California. A close study
of the soil during the past twenty-five years has
given him a thorough knowledge of the same,
together with a complete understanding of the
varieties of plant life best adapted to certain
soils; and this latter fact causes him to be often
consulted by amateur horticulturists desirous oi
securing a correct start in the business. His

trade is large and extends all over the state, and |

the filling of the many orders received malkes
him one of Monrovia’s busiest men.

At New Providence, N. J,, Mr. Wilson was
born March 15, 1859, a son of Joseph and
Elizabeth B. (Sayre) Wilson, the former a
native of Manchester, England, the latter of
New Providence. The paternal grandfather,
Henry Wilson, brought his family from Eng-
land to the United States and settled in New
York, afterward removing to New Jersev. The
maternal grandfather, David Sayre, who spem
his entire life on a New Jersey farm, was the
son of a Frenchman residing in America fron:
youth. Growing to manhood in the east. Josepn
Wilson for some vears carried on a saw manu-
facturing business at Newark, N. J.. but, hoping
to better his condition in the west, he settled
in California in 1873. Tor thirtecen vears he

was employed in Los Angeles, and in 1876
bought thirty acres, which he planted in navel
and valencia oranges, deciduous fruits and Eng-
lish walnuts. The ranch is one of the most
thrifty in Duarte and its prosperous appearance
reflects credit upon the enterprising owner, who,
at the age of seventy-two, is still giving personal
attention to its management.

When a child R. H. Wilson accompanied his
parents from New Providence to Newark, N. J,,
where he attended the common schools until
thirteen years of age. Since coming to Cali-
fornia he has given his attention to business
matters, but has compensated for his limited
schooling by self-culture and habits of close ob-
servation. His first wife was Miss Alice Phil-
brook, who was born in Bloomington, Ill., and
died in Duarte, Cal. His present wife was
formerly Miss Florence A. Campbell, of Illinois.
They have two sons and two daughters, namely:
Alice, Nellie Elizabeth, Chester Ellsworth and
Charles Roswell. The family attend the Presby-
terian Church, to the work of which Mr. Wil-
son is a contributor. In fraternal organizations
he is connected with the Foresters, Royal
Arcanum and Ancient Order of United Work-
men. In addition to the management of his
nursery business and the supervision of his
ranch of thirty-three acres where nursery stock
is grown, he has various business interests, in-
cluding the ownership of one-third interest in
the Citrus nurseries at Duarte and a one-fifth
interest in the California Rose Company of Los
Angeles.




Company, Chicago, 1889, pages 660-661

Reference 4 Warner, J. J. et al, HISTORY OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, The Lewis Publishing

j OSWELL II. WILSON, the proprietor of
\ the well-known pioneer nursery, of the
Duarte, was the pioneer of the nursery
industry in his section. e commenced the
business upon his father’s place in 1876, and in
1579 established a nursery, on his own account,
on the San Gabriel avenue, between Buena Vista
and Mountain View avenues. That tract of
land was ten acyes in extent, and in addition to
his nursery business, he fully improved it by
planting the choicest variety of citrus and de-
ciduous fruits. He sold that place in 1886,
and purchased his present residence, consisting
of thirteen acres of land on the corner of San
Gabriel and Buena Vista avenues. Taking this
land in 1ts comparatively wild state, he is, by
his intelligent care and industrious labor, com-
bined with a thorongh practical knowledge of
his Dbusiness, building up one of the leading
nurseries of the county. With the exception
of a famnily orchard, his whole tract will be de-
voted to nursery purpuses. His greatest atten-
tion at this writing (1889) is being devoted to

producing a large and choice variety of decidu-
ous fruits, such as his years of experience have
shown him are the Dest adapted to his section
and the San Gabriel Valley. Ornamental trees
and floral productions also receive his attention,
and in the near future his stock in that line
cannot be exceeded by any in his section. e is
a stockholder in the Duarte Ditch Company, and
his irrigation system is one of the most perfect
to be found in the district. He isalso a mechanic
of no mean order, and his neticeably neat and
attractive cottage residence is the result of his
own skill and labor. Mr. Wilson was born in
Chathamn, New Jersey, in 1857. He is the son
of Joseph Wilson, a native of England, who,
early in life, emigrated to the United States

and located in New Jerscy, following the occupa-
tion of a carpenter and joiner. Ile there mar-
ried Miss Elizabeth Sayre, a native of that State.
Mr. Wilson was reared in his native place until
twelve years of age. Ilis parents then moved
to Newark, where they resided until 187+ Iu

that year they came to Los Angeles County,
and, after spending a year in Los Angeles, came
to the Duarte and purchased thirty acres of land
on San Gabriel avenue. Previous to this date
the subject of this sketeh had spent the most of
his time in school. He was always a lover of
horticultural pursuits, and upon his father’s
occupying this tract of land, lie entered heartily
iuto the profession of his choice; and throngh
study and research became one of the successtul
horticulturists ot the Duarte district. e is a

respected citizen and a strong supporter of such

enterprises as will advance the welfare of the

community in which he resides. .\ supporter
of sclhivols and churches, he has for years been

a consistent wember of the Congregational

Church. In political matters he is a Republican,

and is also a strong supporter of the Prohibition

movement. In 1882 Mr. Wilson married Miss

Alice Philbrook, a native of Illinois. She died

in 1884. In 1887 he was united in narriage

with Miss Florence Campbell, the daughter of
Galen and Roxanua (Dunshee) Campbell.  Mrs.

Wilson was born in Illinois. Iler father was a

native of Vermont, and her mother, of New
York. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have one child,
Alice.  Mr. Wilson’s parents are now residing
at their home just west ot his place. With them
are residing his Lrother, Leonard W., and his
sister, Gertrude, now Mrs. Parker. His brother,
J. Chester Wilson, is a resident of Ventura
County, this State; and his sister, Nellie E.,
now Mrs. Frank Ellis, is living at San Pedro.

.




Reference 5 George H. Jackson, THE BOss
CoMES HOME AGAIN, undated obituary,
possibly from a Monrovia newspaper.

Ihe Boss Lom

An Appreciation by

“The boss is back” was the wordy
that reached the seven or eight
of us who served tnd admired him
25 to 40 years ago.

“Ros Wiison 1s home,” was the
way the news came to the 30 or 40
old friends still left of the hundreds
who knew and loved him in Mon-
rovia, Duarte, and this end of the
San Gabriel valley for 40, 50, yes, 60
years,

Back to stay. Home forever.

When they laid to rest the body
of Roswell H. Wilson in Live Oak
cemetery Monday afternoon, be-
neath the shadows of the trees he
grew for and planted there at its
starting more than 50 years ago,
perhaps one of the oldest settlers of
this vicinity passed off the scene.

Unknown to the generation which
has been born in or come to Mon-
rovia in the last 25 years, for 35,
years before that, hiy was the hand
that added more of beauty and of
value to Monrovia and all the out-
lylng territory than the hand of any
other man.

Here in 1874

Settling in Duarte with his father

es Home Again

George H. Jackson

pPioneer Nursery in 1911 a person
standing on Gold Hill, looking out
over Monrovia, bowered in trees, and
the valley covered with orchards,
would, except for the native oaks
and sycamores, have been looking
a! what was more than 75 per cent
the work of Roswell Wilson's hands.

Married to Florence Campbell in
1887 he had four children, Alice
(Mrs. Frank Ellis), La Canada;
Cnester, Los Angeles; Nellie, Carls-
bad., Calif, and Charles, also of
Carlsbad, all of whom survive him.

Goes to Oceanside

At Oceanside, where he went from
Monrovia in 199 he continued the
nursery business, getting started
Just in time to be wiped out by the
big flood there in 1914, comparable
to ours of last winter.

He then started again,on higher

Conunuea on Tage 3)

IVVBsLIMne tevans o mge =,

grounds at.Carlsbad, and after 63
years of serving his own generation
by the will of God, he died, prob-
ably the oldest nurseryman in Cali-

about 1874, he started when a boy
of 17, in the year of 1876, whét soon
became the Pioneer Nursery, and !

fornia in continuous service.
It was active service. He was not

this, under his ownership for 35; |a union man, but he thoroughly be-
years, then for 25 years more under | [licved in the eight-hour system.

other hands, sent forth literally mil-
licns of trees and plants.

As a boy he came to Los Angeles
trom Newark, N. J., where he was
born in 1859. For a short time he
lived in Los Angeles in the early
70's, where one rainy winter he saw
a flood covering all the valley bot-
om from the Mission at the Plaza
across to the Boyle Heights hills.

With his family he came to Du-
arte 12 years before Monrovia was
born. He peddled his fruit trees

) anc plants from a wagon driven

through the sage brush in the new
settlements of Sierra Madre, Azusa
and Covina.
Started With the Town

When Monrovia started he bought
10 acres opposite the new depot on
the Santa Fe, and moving his
nursery from Duarte, he started
with the town. 1897

That was 1886. When he sold the

That is, eight hours before dinner
and eight hours after. Dinner was
12 noon. |

In those early days, Ros and his
brother Chester grew field corn. The
hurvested ears were stored in a
granary where the hired man, an
Irishman, slept. Ros and Chet after
a long day in the field came out
and ran the hand cornsheller til 11
o'clock. When at 3 a. m. “the boss”
began grinding the corn, so as to
finish sacking his load. that..hel
might get started by 5§ o'clock with
his team for Los Angeles, the hired
mun was moved to indignant pro-!
test. Raising up on one elbow he
rubbed sleepy eyes and said,
“R-a-a-s Wil-l-1son, yiz do be the
dommed nightingale entirely.”

At 80 years he was still the same.
It is thought that his last illness
was brought on because, after hav-
ing six teeth extracted by physician’s
advice, he insisted on spending the
rest of the day hoeing his nursery
of apricot trees.

His service in Monrovia in the
Baptist and the Presbyterian
churches, and later in the Commu-
alty church in Carlsbad; his daily
readjng of the Scriptures, were tes-
timony to his reverence to the Lord.

Personally, my happiest memory
of him is his reply to the question I
asked him 37 years ago: “Mr. Wil-
son, what is it you are depending on
for heaven and for eternity?” Ris-
ing from the tree he was budding,
he said: “The atonement 'of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist.”

The elder J. P. Morgan, multi-
millionaire, left the same statement




Non-referenced Obituary, undated, source
unidentified, probably the Carlsbad Journal.
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Many Pay Tribute
At Bier of Friend

Memorial services for the late Ros-
well 1L Wilson were held at the Carls-
bad Union church Sunday afternoon.
A large concourse of fricnds aud veigh-
bors joined his family in this  final

lll'"bllt(‘ of love il respect to a maa
"who has filled an important place in

this community for many years. A
pillar in the church and Sunday school,
\n successful - business  man, a kindly
aned helpful friend and an inspiration to
his loved ones, Mr. Wilson is deeply
and sincerely mourned,

| Rev. ¢ B Hertzler conducted  the
service, taking favorite seripture pas-
siges of the decensed us his theme,
and comforting hymns were sung by
Mrx, Georgin  Ruse  and  James M.
Rea. Bearers of the pall were Messvs,
A. K. Rawson, Clarence Rawson, L. C.
Buhl, . C. Leonard, C. J. Feunel and
Dr. J. M. Boal.

The remains were taken to Monrovia
for interment. with a second service
held briefly at the grave on Monday.

Roswell Wilson was born Mareh 15,
1838, in Chatham.  New  Jersey., e
located in Los Angeles in 1874, and
two years later established o nursery
at Monrovia, being one of the pioneers
of this industry in Southern Calitor-
nia. In 1913 the Wilsons moved to
Ocennside and three years later bought
a ranch in the San Luis Rey valley
where they lived until 1916, when they
came to Carlsbad and engaged in the
nurgery business here, buying a large
truct of land fronting on North High-
land Drive. This subdivision is known
as the “Wilsonia Tract,” and one of its
streets, Wilson strect, was named for
the owner.

Mr. Wiison's wife, Florence Camp-
bell Wilson, died March 10, 1914 at che
famnily home, which was then in Ocean-
gide. Two sons and two daughters
survive, Mrs. Alice F. Ellis of La Can-
ada, Chester Ellsworth Wilson of
Eagle Rock, and Nellie E. Wilson and
Charles R. Wilson of Carlsbad. There
also are several grandchildren.

Although he had passed his eightieth
birthday, Mr. Wilson maintained an
eager interest in the affairs of his

church, his community and his business.
Several months ago his health began
failing perceptibly. and the past few
woeeks he found it increasingly diffi-
cult to be away from his home. His
confinement to bed, however, was not
of long duration.

A tribute from a close friend of Mr.
Wilkon follows: “He was a most hon-
orable Christiun gentleman, always an
sctive church worker, and stood among
those at the head of the group as a
father, neighbor, friend, and citizen,
and in bis chosen occupation. He was
a noble soul, alert and active, and well
deserved God's rich reward for a long
life, well spent. All who knew him are
thankful for that fellowship.”

.



(3

o

!
P
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Reference 6

Sierra Madre - -

Pasadena

Altadeno

——

—?he Vine

Sierra Madre’s124-Year Old Wistaria* Vine By Phylis Chapman

In 1894, William and Alice Brugman
purchased a home on what was then
called Piedmont, which is now called
W. Carter Ave. The house had been built
one year before by builder Amos Trussell
for his daughter Winona and son-in-law
Edward B. Jones when they married. It

Sierra Madre.

The Trussells and the jones had a
change of plans, sold to the Brugmans
and moved away. To enhance her
new home, Alice Brugman and her
neighbor Mrs. W. B. Crisp, drove by
horse and buggy to the R. H. Wilson
Pioneer Nursery in Monrovia and for
$.75 purchased a gallon can of wistaria.
It was the Chinese Wistaria variety
(Wisteria sinensis). She planted it in a
corner of her front porch remarking to
her neighbor: “They say Wistaria grows fast.” And

__grow it did.

Mr. Brugman, a mining engineer, was in
Mexico when the vine was planted. He died
in 1899 and Mrs. Brugman sold the home in
1906. The property changed hands until it was

~ purchased in 1913 by Henry T and Estelle Fennel.

Mr. Fennel, who was a bit of a horticulturist, loved
the vine, and gave it devoted care, even building
support trellises

Although the Wistaria is a vigorous grower,
the added support of the trellises may have

- contributed to this vine's phenomenal growth. The

arbors prevented the end tendrils from hanging
down and causing the tender terminal buds to die
‘rom the added weight.  Wistaria requires good
drainage, certainly provided by this hilly, terraced

__ocation. There may also be an underground

spring providing water to the tap root.

The vine eventually destroyed the original

~ home, growing into the walls and fireplace and

-ausing the roof to collapse. Mr. Fennel built

~ a new home 200 feet to the north (the present

~to continue to provide sup

ipper home) and trained the vine to grow up to,
but not covering the new residence. A portion of
-he toundation of that original home was saved
rt for the vine as its

__aranches extended such a distance.

When the vine was in bloom, the Fennels would
‘nvite friends to come and enjoy the B
plant.  Visitors also came from Pasadena’s main
Yotels: The Green, The Huntington, and The

Raymond. In 1918, the Fennels opened the vine
to the Sierra Madre Chapter of the American
Red Cross, which sponsored a very successful
fundraiser to help the war cffort. 12,000 people
attended the event. This was the beginning of
many Wistaria festivals that took place year after
year. Sierra Madre became known as the Wistaria
City. Many local organizations, including the
Board of Trade (now the Chamber of Commerce).
the Woman's Club, the Masons and Eastern Star,
the Sierra Madre Volunteer Fire Dept., etc. were
involved.

Many homemade items, fancy work, ceramics,
artwork, gift books. and Wistaria fragranced
perfume. hand lotion and bath salts were sold
at booths under the vine. Luncheons and teas
were served, often with young Japanese women
wearing their kimonos.

The hard work and money earned at the vine
by the Woman's Club paid off the mortgage of
their first clubhouse. One year the Fire Dept
parked 30,000 cars on the parking lot that existed
in Floral Canyon. (This 1s now Sierra Meadow
Dr.). Easter sunrise services were among vine
activities. People came from all over the world and
extra street cars were added to handle the crowds.
Among the famous were Fritz Kreisler, Janet
Leigh, Mary Pickford, and Norman Rockwell.
These two helped select the festival's Wistaria
Queen. Packard Automobile Co. used the vine as
a backdrop to advertise its automobile. . . .
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Reference 7 LOCAL NURSERIES A LARGE ENTERPRISE,
Oceanside Blade, January 25, 1913, page-1

column-1
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-.nectlon wmx the San Liufs Re¥ nurs

' Ouennulde. Lnving lcnuod the

Ll]ﬂﬁHUﬂSfﬁIES —

R. H.-Wilson -Planting" Thous-
—amdiof Deciduous Trees

-'l-oo-Acr‘e-Tract»iir—Valle‘y- x

OoesnsTde Will-scon - ho-.tha head-

guarters for one of the ‘largest- nurs- |-

ery enterprises. in this part of the
state; ~planting - operations’ already
havlng besn comme’noed'on a tract of
at San Lula Rey, teoently bought by
R. H. Wilson of Monrovia. .

. Mr., Wilson bds for thirty-five years

conduoted tbe Ploneer Nurserfes at|
Monrovia and though be bas sofdthat |

bosiness (he loomnl enterprise ° will
~furnish-e—lasae; quaatity.of. tiges..
the northoin establishment besi: o8
oonduotmg a general trade in decld-
‘uoue trees,of which the San Luia Rey
nurseries will make a speoialty, -
A good well already exists' oo the
tract-and &' cement pfpe lxtigntlng
“eystem ls:to be puting the- place fenc-
ed and cleaned op genera]ly, a house
built. tor the féremsn, and a pnmplng
_plant.idstalled;, Mr, Wilson, Jr., 'fs

s
(-]
T

ut present busy with planting opera-

tlons, takiog out cvery few days large |'

o.onsignment_g of trees and.seéd In an
auto delivery truck, Already 10,000
quloce. cutilngs have been. planted,

-and plta for 26,000 pendk tiees are in'

the grouud, = Apple trees to the pum- |
ber of 156,000, with 20,000 psar trees-
were (aken out this week for planting..
.Among other varfetfes to be plani-
ed are 10,000 oherries and 30,000
grape outtivgs, “besldes’ -plums, 'pér-
slmmoue, figs and other decidudus
fralt trees. . Regarding tho figs it s
uald the futention is to try the valley
and it it ia found too odol for theni
they will be. moved (0 'the (drmer
Culfer place’ at Oarlsbad which M.
Wilsun. owns and will uporate fn"oon

'Ol‘y. ! JI—
The businesa wlll ba both whole

eale dnd retail, trees'to be shjpped In’
oarload- luls.”wblll a*tetull‘ynrd““wllﬂ
be opened‘ in* Ocnnuldo?lntar-'«on Lo
. onra for the loéal Ami onuu

M. Wileon and tamily wl v |

quda on Bumml utru .




Reference 8 R.H. WILSON IS PURCHASER OF FORTY ACRES OF JONES RANCH, Oceanside Blade,
January 21, 1913, page-3 column-4,

A chaser is - the fact that upon it is|
acres ofA located .the best gravel pit for a
long -distance. around. -—Mr. Wilson
-y hes” 1geen an extepsxve user of ‘cément |
Rey from thE‘Souttr ‘Jrrigating; pipe,. "'bemg the owner- ~of |

A."t°' /R. H. thson, a largehnursery prope::tv in' the: val-’
eavy. pu;chasex: ~of | 1€y, and has been making-his own pipe..
property in’ thm The grave] 15 excel]ent for _concrete

) ated o the | ?I r?;xs understood that the pmperty
)f-the county bridge. will be—deve ed-as—an--alfalfa. and
nd is . much -of it {dairying proposition for whx “ it is
wg_ll__ﬁtted s ‘3.

- _Fra H“a‘jrésjof’the Hayes Land Co.
negotxated the deaL
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Reference 9  MRS. R. H. WILSON SUDDENLY CALLED, Oceanside Blade, March 14, 1914,

page-1 column-5

e g e

MES RN WLSON
- .:J,JEN'[Y WL

———en

-Dxes~ at” Her‘Home—ln—Thu Glty

“"On Tueéday MoEning all Oceansnde
-W.aS--§ “shocked==to=: Jearn:oL the:;very~
‘sudden and- “totally—=unexpected--death
of Mrs. R. H. Wilson at the fam:ly
resxdence ‘on Hill street, =

Mrs “Wilson, though far “from ~ro=;
bust was _seemmgly “ucr—usual 1
liealth on Sunday mmnmg, and visit- |
Fed-the-Sunday-schodkat-the-Method 1St
church. - 'On "her return home- she
'complamed of feelmg poorly and the
doctor. - was-_gent_ for,” who -at--first
thought 1t,.xmght be a slight™ attack
of the grippe.

Congestxon of the lungs,
-rapldly set in _and as. Mrs

however,

Wllson,_
‘suffered £fom two attacka ot pneumo-_
‘ma, no. chance remamed of r,efazdmg

ik ,
'day ‘afternoon,”

of-care from.physiciafior. nurae; con‘ld
-prevent. _her death, which took place
at'4 o’clock on Tuesday mormng ,

- Mrs, Wilaon was a -devoted wife
and mother-and her-passing away_ will
-make—a—sad-—void—i n_an__unuaually_ :
»h’ﬁppy_ d”unittd"fnmlly .
" The Rev. George Cocking tells the
Btadg that he hag never met a more
kmdly and ‘besutiful characler than
Mrs. Wlluon and - that it . would be
lmpoauihle ‘L0" have found . ‘n- family
more de votedly uttuchcd to one an-
Gther.
© U Tho donth of wife wnd

mother in

1 whwh—Mm.—Wﬂson —was.a... member of |

of-care-from-physiciaaor nirse;conld:
-prevent. _her death, -which took place
at 4 o’clock on Tuesday morning.

. Mrs. Wilson was a -devoted wife
and “mother:and_| her pasa‘mg—aWay wills

I .ﬂy T Tt

The Rev. George Cocking tells the
-Btadé that he has never met a more.
kmdly and be.gutxful character-*than
Mrs. - Wilson- and=that_.1t _would be.
1mposanble1:o nave*found--a. famity:
more de votedly attached to one am-

other, ™" L
__the death of wxfe a‘hd mother —in

Mrs. Wilson, who was Y.M;ss Flor-
ence A, Campbell, was born in Peo-
ria, 11linojs, in November 1855 -

- In 1886 she came to Southern. Cali-
‘fornia. settling in Monrovia,. .where
she met Roswell H. Wilson, whom
she . marrled‘”th_e follong - year:-|
There Mr. and Mrs. ‘Wilson resided
until last year, when they moved to
Oceanside. While hére the family
united with the M. E. church of

L’l rt’

the White Ribbon- and. of_the_Ladles |
Aid societies. Mrs. Wilson leaves a
husband;-two-sons-and-two.daughters;_
all residents of Oceanside. The fu-
neral took place on"Wednesday morn-
ing at the M. E. church, and the in-
terment in Monrovia on Thursday.




Reference 11 R.H. WILSON SAYS SAN LUIS REY VALLEY IDEAL FOR SMALL FRUIT,
Oceanside Blade March 3, 1915, page-1 column-5

e AR

Nearly AZ]I -"onaumedi?m County

A e e,

Notthem Fruxt Reglons; : =

After: bemg' delayed by the wet,
vzeather activties. at the Qceanside
| Nursery Co. plant in- the valley ares
in full swing though the very ramy
‘scason has held back orchatdxsts to
'wch—mxtentthat-mot—much"stock

-

| worth coming inte th:s town"llorie

The same thing is true of every. otber’
town in the county,- while: San Djego.
cily bungs thousands. -of dolla"l,s-‘

] has been put mtq the:. Aground

The

: othet\“ purposes,
und

. thson
"man ..’-..- -uttled at-
tentzon to thé fa Lbfhat there 18 riot i)
acre of black: betries in ‘the valley,"
and it has . been demonstrated hun-
{dreds of times.that the “berries grow
ta pefectlon there, * n “stutement” “that”
I'might be made of the’ atrawﬁerry as
well. With recont extensivo water
development and the muny new wella
put down for irrigntion some of the

tho

the small fruit proposituin on.a com-
morcial seale. -

A little investigation disclosod the
faot that thero arc hundreds of crates
of  blackberrles, struwberrios, and
other  wmall  Trults brought intd
Oceunnlde trom north of here enrch,

‘enterprisihg valley ranchers should,”
in:the-opifiteti-of Mr:-W-lnon, try:eut

For ™ nccesé?hle 'by‘iuto' ’ruek.
by naturé. nnd“}uve evrey facil xty for
supplmg these. products and’ ‘the’ mnn—
ey would be kept nearer- home mstead
"of alt golhg ouk to mede .eahterpnsmg*
comniunitiem— — ppsie

With the working out of.the mark-
etxng prablem, _which. is - one: of. the.
‘takss of tha chamber of “commerce of'
"Northern San Diggo Conuty, the mnt-f
ter of  raising: these and the mlnyz

'["6ther products- that --are bxought T

}'from tha outsiie should be - carefully
investigated and “aiy enthiest endeavor
‘mide- to-set- on foat- enterpruea that
will sorvo to Keep at home the many-
thousands of dollars . of real jnoney’
that now kopu -elsewhore, largely
because of poor manngemont on OMF
part and - an -apparent total lack of
€o- ppuat!on between ‘grower aml con-.

sumor,
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Reference 12 HILLCREST NURSERY ADVISES GRAPES, Carlsbad Champion, January 7,

1927, page-1 column 4

 Advises Grapes

. R. H..Wilson Specializes in
Fruit with Splendid

Being a uewcomer in this ‘most fa-
vored locality and highly pleased with
Ty choice of a home. but realizing
.that I must know what was best to

spiant on a new plncv in Curisbad top

]grr. results and bring in the bacon, 1
i decided to consult R. H. Wilson, a
| well known nursery man of fifty years
s practical experience in Southern (al-
rifornia.  Mr. Wilson owns the Hill-
ferest Nursery. rightly named, as it is
{located on the crest- of the hilk on
Ilighland drive and’ cowiigands a su-
perb view of the charming little city
oi’ Carlshad, and the ocean beyoud.

I found the nursery a bhusy place,
with many orders coming in, as the
i recent rains had stimulated an active
interest in the planting for the com-
ing yeur. One of the first things I
saw at the nursery was a fish pond,
-with many gold fish flashing back and

duced any trout info his pond but may
do so.

I was told by this veteran nursery-
man that :fifty varieties of grapes
were tested at the ‘Hillcrest, nursery,
and that.two varieties were found that
were suited to this locality, and that
he classed them as the king and
queen of the grape family. The king
is known as “Gros Guilliaume”, also
known as “Riber”. The fruit from
this variety =old last season in New
York. on a gutted market, at twenty
cents per pound, net to the grower;

cents' per’ pound. The color, of this
- grape is:pblue black, and often the fruit
is ‘as lalge as a Damson plum, and of
4 .most deliclous’ flavor. The vine is
{an “énormous producer, and the fruit
is A-1 for shipping.

Hillcrest Nursery

‘Results ' :

forth. Mr. Wilson has not yet intro-j

other varieties selling at five and six|

i —'I’he»-queen—ﬁ&perisa-the “Dattier de.
Beydenth”, whlte, or. light yellow inl

color. and practically seedless: it is,
of a good quality. and an enormous
producer.  Mr. Wilson had one vine,
a year old. fhat produced tive - mmcheJ
the first year it was set out. l

Another highly prized variety ix the
“Flame Muscal”, which is the color of!
the Tokay. and has the Muscal t'lnvm‘.l
While these three are the most choice,
varieties, according to Wilson, he hns!
a full variety of all the leading kinds, !
including  many  Eastern  varleties, !
among which he finds well adapted to,
this locality, the California Concord. a|

size of the old eastern Concord, and!
cripening much eavlier in the souwu:!
"the Red Delaware. not large, but of |

“excellent flavor and highly productive, |

Those who prefer a white  ecastern
arape will find the “Nigura™ hard tn'
 beat. :
i As proof of the Carlsbad climate. |
“we Tind that wany of the varvieties of |
reastern erapes pay dittle attention tn;
cthe sesons, and many vines arve in |
Phlossow at the present fime. One \‘u-i
';x'it-t)'. the "i‘um\\'h:n”. ix a n-nunl\.lhloi
.\,.mnnnm with half zrown wrapes tof
"celebrate the Christmas season. |

Another evidenee of the early matur-!
ing of fimif here is the blossoming of |
“ihe  Advance  hlackbervies.  and  of
tstrawberries, in fall bloom with fruit;
calrendy <ery and on some vines t’ullyf
fripened. Inospeaking of the” Advance:
blackberry, Mr. Wilson said that if he;
Sthenght of changing his bosiness he!
;knv\\' ol nothing  that  wonld l‘i':l“)‘i
secomupicnd itself to hine as g pn,\'in'.rg
proposition, more than the  Ndvanee
“hlackberry.

In going through the nursery T was)
attracred by o large nomber of l:n';.'u;
Svellow wnavas that hasdl vecently heen'!
picked. beinge part of the record ervop
Por this ~cason.  This truit, called the
Pcvellow strawherey ™ s ahoit the size’
ol o o walout, and fregquently bears the.
CPest sensandomeoa nursery oy

California production, being twice the!,
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Reference 15 Undated obituary, possibly from a Monrovia newspaper.

The source and date of this obituary are unknown
as is the source of information which is, in places,
at odds with other accepted sources.

It is clear from Reference 1 that Roswell and his
father Joseph did not arrive on the same ship. Oral
family history is that the family’s furnishings
“came ‘round the Horn” which would be common
for freight. However with the opening of 47 mile
cross Panama railroad in January 1855 the usual
routing for passengers was by ship to one side of
the isthmus, railroad across, then by ship to
complete their travel. March 3, 1874, the day after
Roswell’s arrival, the Los Angeles Daily Herald
reported the Pacific Mail Line’s steamer Granada
in port from Panama he would have been 13 days
shy of his 16™ birthday.

Orange grower E. D. Northup could have come to
Duarte in the 1870’s and perhaps did travel with
Roswell.

Roswell established the Pioneer Nursery in Duarte
in 1876, not in Monrovia.

This obituary is cited to support the family oral
history that Roswell and Luther Burbank were
friends.

A-12

1876 Monrovia
Nurseryman
Passed Away

R. H. Wilson, pijonser resident of
Duerte, passed away Friday at
Cailsbad, California, at the age
of 8) years. Mr. Wilson sailed
avourd the horn with his father,
on the same ship as the late E. D.
Northup ,also a pioneer Duartean.
when he was ten years old. Roth
families settled in Duarte.

He¢ was married to Miss Flor-
ence Campbell, who was a sister
of the lute Mrs. A. T. Blain. To
this union four children were born
all of whom survive. They .are
Mys, Frank Ellis of LaCanada;
Chester E. Wilson of Eagle Rock;
Miss N-lie Wilson and Charlie
Wilson of Carlsbad.

Mr. Wilson established the Pio-
ncer Nursery in Momovia in 1876.

During Mr. Wilson's Jong resi
dence in Duaite he took a!fprom«
inent pait in civic and religious
affairs and was one of the group
of seven men  who sturted the
movement to establish the Bap-
tist church in Monrovia.

A close friend of Mr. Wilson
was the late Luther J. Burbank,
noted hziticulturist, whqait one
time sent Mr. Wilson several plum
trees for culling.  On receiving a
ovorable report from Mr. Wilson
he immediately sent a request to
have the plum named, and as a
result the Duarte plum was devel-
wped.




Reference 16 Letter, Carlsbad Union Church to Mr. R. H. Wilson, September 1, 1935

To our Good Friend and Bible Teacher,
Ire. Re He. Wilson,
Carlsbad, Calif,

Greeting:

Your word of resignation as Teacher has come to us, and
ts request we accepte.

¥ie regret that your health and strength of body does not
permit the effort necessary for teaching, but

le are very grateful to God for the long life as an example
of faithful and most efficient service in the work of the laster.

Is it more than fifty years - half a century - of almost
continuous, unbroken attendance until this date of your present
sickness?

Yhat a record. One that comparatively few have equaled.

We earnestly urge "Our Brother Beloved", that he will in
. every possible way, conserve his physical strength that he may be in
attendance ard share with us the blessings and promises of the Word.

That God may continue to bless you richly, in every pos-
sible way, is our prayer.

Moy the days yet to come be days of rest and peace in His
presence, and the sunset of your life be as golden and oright as the
visions of the sunsets that come through your windov
summer evenings in your "South Land Home".
lien's Class for you.

WS, these glorious
This is the wish of your

UNION CHURCH - CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA

September First, HUineteen Th:.rtv—i‘lve

U. K Slouroon ZFHA /Yy @%’;&a&
{ izt Boal Bouod. [Wm i dn {;
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