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Lawless California 1850s
The real Wild West
happened during the
1850's in California after
the gold rush. Many would
be miners never found
gold. They found crime
instead. Since the justice
department wasn't fully
formed, murders and
robberies were committed
in board daylight. There
were committees formed
that gave rapid justice or
sent the thugs down to Los
Angeles.

Jefferson Davis
Before Davis was president of the
confederacy, he was secretary of
war. In 1853 he promoted a
southern train from New Orleans to
Southern California. The major
problem was the vast desert. He
imported over 100 camels to test
the waters. The camels
disappeared, and so did the
scheme.

Stephen Douglas
Was a senator from Illinois. In
1854 he proposed a northern
route to the coast. This opened
up the northern territories to
potential slavery. The Republican
Party was formed in the same
year, with the platform of no new
slavery. This put the Whig party
out of business. The lines were
drawn for the big conflict in 1861.

President Lincoln 1862
Elected in 1860 as the first
republican president, Lincoln
was a very successful
railroad lawyer. He signed
the transcontinental railroad
act in 1862. Work started in
1863, to completion in 1869.

Theodore Judah
Theodore Judah was the lead
engineer, and inspiration for this
massive project. He drew the
plans for the train to go though
the most difficult part – The Sierra
Nevada Mountain Range. He
rallied the congress, and met with
various partners to move his
vision forward. He died crossing
Central American in 1863.

Colis (CP) and Henry Huntington

Colis Huntington was one of the four associates to build the railroad from the
west. He was the most ruthless in bargaining with presidents and congress.
His favorite expression was, "Where is the money in it." Henry Huntington was
his nephew and built the light rail system in Southern California. He was the
main force behind the Huntington Library and Gardens in San Marino, CA.

Leland Stanford
Leland Stanford was the second
of the big four, and Governor of
California when the train was
being built. He handled the
statewide issues, and found ways
of bring disagreeing parties
together. His son died young, and
he founded a prominent university
in his name.

Charles Crocker
Charles Crocker was behind
some of the early banks in
California. He was the
associate in charge of
construction. He hired
thousands of workers from
different parts of the US, and
got material shipped from
around the world.

Mark Hopkins
Mark Hopkins was the treasurer
and fourth associate. He was
considered the quiet one, and
the most diligent of the four. But
when the government was
auditing the books, he found
ways of losing the original, and
substituting new ones. He was
CP Huntington's former partner
in a large retail store.

Transcontinental Railroad

Omaha to San Francisco
Transcontinental Railroad was full of corruption,
with overvalued bonds, tenuous holding
companies, and fraudulent claims. A priceless
benefit for the associates was that they owned
the land twenty miles on each side of the tracks.
While the train was being built there were
temporary towns called, "Hell On Wheels."
Anything could happen, as there was very little
law available.

Chinese laborers
Chinese laborers were
hired locally and imported
direct from China. They
were very efficient and
skillful especially in the
mountain passes. After
the railroad was finished
there was much
discrimination when the
recession hit in the
1870's.

Completion of the railroad 1869

The tracks from Omaha connected with the tracks from California at
Promontory Summit, Utah in May 1869. Governor Stanford came in his
private car to attend the ceremony. The Railroad being a monopoly could
charge anything they wanted. They would check the books of a firm (for
freight) acknowledge what they could afford, then charge them accordingly.

The Guilded Age

From a novel written by Mark Twain about the rich in the 1870's.This was
really the era of the 1% and the 99%. Most fortunes were acquired by
monopolies, with very little in taxes. They were truly the fat cats.

The Panic of 1873
They called recessions, panics,
till the great depression in 1929 1942. These bad economic
times usually lasted 4 to 7 years.
This one was particularly severe
because of the over building of
the railroads. Many banks failed,
because of the slippery methods
of finance. The unemployment
rate was close to 15%.

Ulysses Grant Corruption Cartoon
US Grant, hero of the civil war, was
president 1869 to 1877. His
administration was involved in much
corruption. It not only entailed
congress, but his family members.
Grant's biggest success was the war
and the writing of it. In 1885, just
before he died Grant completed a two
volume history of his experiences in
the civil war. It was a best seller.

Daniel Berry – Indiana Colony in
Pasadena 1873

Berry came out from Indiana to
explore a better climate for his 40
families. He found Pasadena and
The San Gabriel Valley. He bought a
large section of land and the
Midwest real estate migration
began. Pasadena became an
incorporated city in 1886 to keep the
saloons out during the boom.

President Grant opens Centennial Celebration of
1876 in our first capital Philadelphia.

It was also the year of Custer's Last Stand. He was protecting the minors and
railroad workers in the Northwest, when he was overmatched at Little Big Horn. It
was the last stage of Native American removal.

Railroad Strike 1877

During the recession there was a national strike because of a 10% cut in
wages. This was much violence, and the federal troops were called out.
This was before the unions had a real presence. The first established
national union was The AFL in 1886 founded by Samuel Gompers.

Mussel Slough Tragedy 1880

The railroad had asked farmers in 1872 if they wanted to settle land in the California
valley. When they received official title, they would sell the land to them at a reasonable
price. Six years later when the railroad owned the land, they asked for a much higher
price. The farmers wouldn't pay. They were being kicked out, when there was a gun
battle between the farmers and hired guns of the railroad. Eight people were killed. The
railroad had won, but now they were seen as the octopus. They were everywhere
sucking the life out of the state.

Southern California 1885 Real
Estate Rush
The railroad owned the
land on either side of the
tracks. They decided to
lower the ticket from the
Midwest from 125.00 to
5.00 dollars. The first land
boom in Southern
California began. There
was massive land flipping,
with prices going higher
and higher, until it all
collapsed in 1889. The
development of Southern
California had finally
begun.

1893 Tournament of Roses
After the real estate
bottomed out, the leading
citizens of Pasadena
decided to refocus
attention on the area in
winter. On Jan. 1, 1890, it
began, based on a festival
from Italy. It started with a
parade of decorated horse
driven carriages. In 1902
they added a football game
between, Michigan and
Stanford.

Panic of 1893

Another dreadful panic, this one again caused by the banks over the shortage
of international gold. President Grover Cleveland serving his second term left
office a very unpopular executive. In the next election the main item was gold
vs. silver. Gold won.

Teddy Roosevelt
Teddy Roosevelt became
president upon the
assassination of McKinley in
1901. He was very vigorous,
and the first media politician.
He was a progressive, and tried
to balance big business and the
99%. He visited Pasadena in
1903, and was very well
received. He was constantly on
the move. He wore himself out
in 1919 at sixty.

United Artists Founders - 1919
It was formed by the top talent at the
time to have control over their
projects. DW Griffith, from Kentucky,
was one of the first great directors of
film. He developed techniques in
storytelling and camera movement.
His most memorable film was "The
Birth of a Nation", in 1915. It was
considered a racist view of the Civil
War. Douglas Fairbanks was the first
action adventure star. He was
married to Mary Pickford, who was
America's Sweetheart and a major
star born in Canada. Charlie Chapin,
was from Great Britain, and his
character "The Little Tramp”, was
beloved worldwide.

Marion Morrison - John Wayne

He came to California from Iowa in 1914 when he was seven. The family
settled in Glendale, Ca. where he became a star athlete and student at the
local high school. After losing his scholarship at USC, he slowly made
headway in films. He reached star status in 1939 with "Stagecoach"

